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Media release 

Bussnang, 29th April 2022 
 

Stadler introduces the Class 99 bi-mode Co’Co’ locomotive in the UK 
with the first contract for 30 units.  

Stadler, Beacon Rail and GB Railfreight (GBRF) have signed an agreement for the supply of 30 Class 

99 bi-mode Co’Co’ locomotives including spare parts.  

Following the success of the EURODUAL 6-axle locomotives in continental Europe, with about 100 units sold, 
Stadler is introducing this concept to the UK. Like its sister, the Class 99 is a versatile Co’Co’ locomotive, 
adapted to the British gauge and specifications, combining 25 kV AC electric and diesel operating modes. It 
represents a new generation of locomotives that offers rail operators many economic and environmental 
benefits and underscores Stadler’s green credentials. 
 
Stadler has signed the first contract with the leasing company, Beacon Rail and GBRF, for the supply of 30 
Class 99 locomotives, which includes spare parts.  
 
Able to reach speeds of up to 120 km/h, the powerful machines can run on 25 kV AC electrified lines with a 
power of 6,000 kW at wheel. In addition, they feature a high-power low-emissions Stage-V engine allowing 
them to operate on non-electrified lines. The Class 99 locomotives boast an outstanding tractive effort of up to 
500 kN, high hauling capability and performance. They also offer optimal visibility and an excellent working 
environment for the drivers, including ergonomic desks.  
 
 “Stadler has extensive experience in the UK locomotive market. Over recent years, we have introduced the 
Class 68 diesel-electric locomotive, the Class 88 bi-mode locomotive and Europe's first tri-mode locomotive, 
the Class 93, in line with our commitment to decarbonising rail transport”, said Iñigo Parra, CEO of Stadler 
Valencia. “We are very proud to go one-step further with the development of the Class 99, a versatile, high-
performance locomotive that will provide environmentally-friendly and cost-effective rail transport services, 
supporting modal shift to rail”, he added. 
 
Beacon CEO, Adam Cunliffe said:  “Beacon is proud to introduce the Class 99 to the market; this is the result 
of a collaborative approach with our long-standing customer GB Railfreight and manufacturer Stadler.  The 
Class 99 order underlines Beacon’s drive to support the UK’s journey towards a greener and more efficient 
rail network.  We look forward to supporting the delivery programme for these locomotives ahead of 
introduction to service in 2025, providing further momentum to facilitate modal shift from road to rail”. 
 
John Smith, CEO GB Railfreight, said: “Today’s announcement is an important milestone for GB Railfreight 
and the UK, and I want to thank the teams at Stadler and Beacon Rail for their collaboration in producing a 
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train fit for a greener future. Rail freight is already a more sustainable alternative to moving goods by road, but 
the Class 99 will increase our industry’s levels of sustainability and propel us further towards meeting the UK 
government’s task to decarbonise the rail industry by 2040 in support of the UK’s net zero ambitions. 
 
 
 
Follow Stadler on LinkedIn, Xing and Facebook 
 
 
About Stadler 
 
Stadler has been building trains for over 80 years. The provider of rail vehicle construction solutions has its 
headquarters in Bussnang in eastern Switzerland. It has a workforce of around 13,000 based in various 
production and engineering locations as well as more than 60 service locations. The company is conscious of 
its social responsibility for sustainable mobility and therefore stands for innovative, sustainable and durable 
quality products. The product range in the field of mainline railways and city transport includes high-speed 
trains, intercity trains, regional and suburban trains, metros, tramways and trams. Stadler also manufactures 
main-line locomotives, shunting locomotives and passenger carriages. It is the world’s leading manufacturer 
in the rack-and-pinion rail vehicle industry. 
 

 

About Beacon 
 
Beacon Rail Leasing is a rolling stock leasing company headquartered in Luxembourg and focused on 
serving the European and UK markets. Beacon Rail Leasing’s current portfolio includes 481 locomotives, 
1,200 freight wagons, and 575 passenger train vehicles and intercity coaches on lease across Europe. 
Beacon Rail Leasing has an industry leading management expertise and capital markets experience, 
enabling it to meet the equipment needs of its Pan-European customer base. 
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Stadler Rail Group 
 
Gerda Königstorfer 
Head of Communications & PR 
Phone: +41 71 626 19 19 
E-mail: media@stadlerrail.com  
 
 

Stadler UK 
 
Alice Owen  
Regional Communications Manager  
Phone: +44 (0) 7523 501493  
E-mail: alice.owen@stadlerrail.com   
 
  
 
Stadler Rail Valencia S.A.  

 
Juan A. Delgado  
Head of Business Development, Marketing & Communications  
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